[bookmark: _GoBack]The Faculty Initiation Grant (FIG) scheme encourages and supports newly joined faculty members to establish preliminary R&D setups that will help augment their research output.
The procedure and guidelines for availing support under FIG scheme are mentioned below:
1. An initiation grant based on a research proposal up to a maximum amount of Rs. 20.00 lacs may be sanctioned to new faculty members for developing research infrastructure for a period of two years. The new faculty members must apply for this grant within one year from the date of joining the Institute. When faculty members express their intent to collaborate on a research proposal, leveraging their diverse expertise, such joint endeavours are warmly welcomed. In cases where the proposal involves more than two faculty members, their participation across multiple departments, centres, or school to foster rich interdisciplinary research will be encouraged. In the spirit of supporting such collaborative initiatives, there's an exciting opportunity for budget consolidation in interdisciplinary research proposals. The funding ceiling can be expanded based on the number of participating faculty members, with each additional member contributing to an augmentation of 20 lakhs. For instance, if a proposal involves two faculty members at the level of Assistant Professors, the maximum allowable budget may extend to 40 lakhs, promoting an environment conducive to innovative and impactful research endeavours. In fostering collaborative endeavours with industry, the institute may consider the possibility of raising the budget cap up to 25 lakhs, provided the PI expresses the intent to submit a proposal with the potential for establishing present or future collaborations. This underscores the institute's commitment to supporting research initiatives that create meaningful connections between academia and industry for mutual production-level advancement. This scheme shall be applicable to new faculty joining the position of Assistant Professor (all levels included). 
2. In addition to the above, an amount of Rs. 2.00 lacs shall be provided to all new faculty without the need for a proposal. These 2.00 lacs shall be in a Project Account in the SRIC Office, and new faculty can use it for travel and buying equipment/laptop/ printer/ furniture/ consumables/non- consumables/ software which can be procured within Rs. 2.00 lacs. The newly joined faculty may send the joining details by email to dsric@iitr.ac.in to avail this support. 
3. The applicant faculty member shall submit a research proposal in the prescribed Proposal Template and phase-wise budget (Annexure A) through the respective Head of the Department / Centre to the office of the Dean SRIC, preferably by email to dsric@iitr.ac.in as a single file in pdf format. All submissions under the FIG scheme should be in tandem with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). PIs are expected to confirm that the items/equipment outlined in the budget are unique to the institute and will contribute to the enrichment of resources without unnecessary duplication.
4. The submitted proposal will be sent for external peer review.  Herein, the PI may suggest five external experts (Annexure B). The PI is expected to ensure that there is no conflict of interest with the suggested experts. The external review reports shall be presented to the Expert Committee.
5. The proposal will be evaluated by the following Expert Committee consisting of :
1.	Dean (SRIC)									- Chairman
2.	One Expert from outside the Department/Center/School		- Member
     but within the institute.
3.	Head of Concerned Department/Center/School					- Member
6. 

7. The grant will be utilised for the purpose of laboratory equipment, consumables & software and for technical visits. The release of the grant will be on a yearly basis. 

8. The yearly progress report in the prescribed format (Annexure C) will be submitted by the concerned faculty member to the office of Dean (SRIC) through his/her respective Head of the Department/Centre/School before the release of the grant for the next year. The same format shall be used to submit the Project Completion Report (PCR) after the end of the project duration.
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Annexure A: Proposal Template for the Faculty Initiation Grant
Section A: General Information

	General Information

	Name of the Principal Investigator (PI),
Department 
	

	Employee Number
	

	Designation of the PI
	

	Date of the Joining
	

	

	Project title
	

	Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to the submitted proposal. 
	

	Duration (max two years)
	

	Total cost (in Rs)
	



Section B: Scientific Details
1. Problem Statement (500 words)
2. Objectives (Bullet points) (200 words)
3. Applicability/ usage and future potential of the outputs/Technologies of the proposed project: (500 words)
4. Project Summary (500 words)
5. Significance in terms of Sustainable Development Goals
6. Work Plan (Max 5 pages, detailed plan of granulation of research problem into work elements, timelines for each work element completion and plan of aggregation/ analysis of results, prototyping, pilots, equipment list, etc.):
7. Budget Estimates (Annexure B)
8. Justifications of the budget
a. Justification for equipment
b. Justification for other budget Heads and Amount
9. Potential Reviewers Details in the field (Annexure C).
10. Details of Publications/Patents (last five years)
11. Details of research and consultancy projects (if any)
12. Any other relevant information pertaining to the project


Signature of the PI with date: ……………………..…… 
Name: …………………………………………………………….

Forwarded

Signature of the Head of the Department/Centre/School with date
 Seal : ………………………….

Annexure B: Detailed budget breakup and justification
The grant will be utilised for the purpose of laboratory equipment, consumables & software and for technical visits only, and the release of the grant will be on a yearly basis on producing a satisfactory progress report.

Budget Estimates

	Sr.
No.
	Budget Head
	Budget is Rs
	1st Year
	2nd Year
	Total

	1
	Equipment
	
	
	
	

	2
	Consumables, Contingencies
	
	
	
	

	3
	Software (s)
	
	
	
	

	4
	Travel/Field Visit (domestic)
	
	
	
	

	
	Grand Total:
	
	
	
	



Maximum budget up to INR 20 lakhs. 
Quotations (for equipment costing more than Rs 1 Lakh.					Yes / No



Signature of the PI with date: ……………………..…… 
Name: …………………………………………………………….

Annexure C: List of Suggested external reviewers


	S.No
	Name of the
Expert*
	Designation &
Affiliation*
	Official Email ID*
(with alternate
Id, if available)
	Research Interests

	1.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	


*: Mandatory



Signature of the PI with date: ……………………..…… 
Name: …………………………………………………………….

Annexure C: Progress Report

To be submitted after completion of first year (maximum 2 pages) by the PI to the office of Dean (SRIC) through his/her respective Head of the Department/Centre/School for release of the second year’s grant. 

The same format shall be used for submitting the Project Completion Report (PCR) after end of the project duration.

	Title of the project
	

	Project number
	

	Principal Investigator
	

	Objectives
	

	
	

	
	

	Achievements (Scientific outcome, data, methods, models, TRL)
	

	Publication
	

	Patent
	

	Conferences
	

	Future plans 
	

	Any other third-party funding has been applied/received by the PI (if yes, please provide the status)
	




Signature of the PI with date: ……………… Name: …………………………….
Forwarded

Signature of the Head of the Department/Centre/School with date Seal: ………………………….
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